
Catherine Elizabeth Lynch
March 1, 1930 - March 12, 2022

Catherine Elizabeth Lynch was a compassionate, loving wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother, sister and friend over the course of her life.
Affectionately known as “Cathie,” she left this life while in Hospice care on
March 12, 2022 at the age of 92. Ever the kind and sweet optimist, Cathie
smiled at both Karen and David the night before she passed away. We are all
heartbroken to lose her. 

Born to Clarence Wedge and Alice Mondale Wedge on March 1, 1930 in
Bagley, Minnesota, Cathie was the eldest sister to Mary Alice and Susan. She
graduated from Tech High School in St. Cloud, Minnesota, then moved with
the family to Bloomington, Indiana in 1948 and attended Indiana University,
earning a BS in Education. 

 

While at IU in Bloomington, Cathie met Homer “Bud” Lynch and they married
in 1952. Daughter Karen was born there a year later. Bud received his Army
officer commission through IU in 1953, and thus began life in a military family,
moving every few years as assigned. Cathie planned and coordinated each
move with great care and precision. Their son David was born after moving to
Munich, Germany and daughter Ann (deceased) in Ft. Leonard Wood,
Missouri. Always a teacher, she made sure that each military assignment was
treated as a learning opportunity. Cathie’s favorite was living in West Berlin,
Germany from 1963 to 1966. 



An exceptional academic who was also fiercely independent, Cathie taught in
many schools and libraries in the US and Germany. She found great joy by
inspiring in children a love for reading and growth through learning. She
earned an MS in Library Science from Indiana University and served as
librarian for many years at Rogers and Unionville elementary schools, among
others. 

Following retirement from MCCSC, she and Bud continued their world travels
to Norway, Berlin, much of Europe, Alaska, and into Canada, far above the
Arctic Circle. Their sense of adventure was grounded by gardening,
birdwatching and “walleye hunting” in Canada. 

 

True to her professional calling, Cathie was a voracious reader, particularly of
mysteries, thrillers and historical novels. She was known to generously share
many books from her own extensive personal library with family and friends.
Sharing and giving books to her grandchildren and great-grandchildren
became a way of life for Cathie in her retirement. 

Always giving back to the community, Cathie was active in Daughters of the
American Revolution, P.E.O., Kappa Kappa Sigma, Delta Zeta sorority, the IU
Alumni Association and Varsity Club, Delta Kappa Gamma and First United
Methodist Church. Over the years, Cathie knitted hundreds of chemo caps,
created many quilts, and even braided wool rugs while she awaited Bud’s
return from Vietnam. She loved spending time preparing delicious meals for
her family, friends and unannounced guests. Neighbor children especially
enjoyed visiting the Lynches for companionship and unconditional kindness. 

Cathie was preceded in death by her parents, husband Bud, daughter Ann
Elizabeth, and sister Mary Alice. She is survived by daughter Karen Lynch
(John Steele) of Bloomington; son David Lynch (Catherine) of Evanston,



Illinois; grandson Matthieu Lynch (Dr. Mary Lynch), great-grandson Ray, all of
Rochester, Minnesota; granddaughter Caroline Lynch (Niren Shrestha) of
West Des Moines, Iowa; sister Susan Williams (Jerry) of Anderson; brother-in-
law Charles Douglas of New Palestine; and many nieces and nephews. 

 

Cathie’s family wishes to thank the many caregivers who showed great
kindness and sensitivity toward Cathie during her challenging journey. Her
doctor, Wendy Corning, saw her as “One of the shining lights of the world.” 

 

A funeral service will be held Allen Funeral Home, 4155 S. Old State Rd. 37,
in Bloomington on Friday March 25, 2022. Visitation will begin at 10:00am,
followed by a memorial service officiated by Cary Curry at noon, then burial at
Rose Hill Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Monroe
History Center in Bloomington. 

 

**The family has requested those in attendance during Cathie's visitation and
service, to wear a mask** 

 

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory have been entrusted with arrangements.
Online condolences, photos and memories may be shared at www.allencares.
com



Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 25. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

Funeral Service

MAR 25. 12:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

http://www.allencares.com/
http://www.allencares.com/
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Helen & Gary Ingersoll - March 23, 2022 at 03:27 PM

Cathie and Bud were our next-door neighbors on Beacon Ct in
Parkridge East. We were so very fortunate to have them there. 
 
Before we would even realize a storm was brewing, we'd see Bud in
the driveway looking skywards.f he felt we were going to get
clobbered, he'd get us all rounded up and into his basement. One
time I remember taking a birthday cake with us because we weere
about ready to celebrate! We didn't have a basement and with three
little ones, we felt secure with the Lynches! 
 
I also remember that Gary set up a treasure hunt for Rob's birthday
which culminated in the Lynch's garage door going up and revealing
a brand new two-wheel bike!! 
 
Fun times!!! We miss them both dearly. Truly special people!

BMC RESEARCH OPERATION TEAM - March 23, 2022 at
08:21 AM

BMC RESEARCH OPERATION TEAM
purchased the Pink Potpourri Bouquet for the
family of Catherine Elizabeth Lynch.

https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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March 22, 2022 at 09:49 PM

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Catherine Elizabeth Lynch.

March 22, 2022 at 12:46 PM

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Catherine Elizabeth Lynch.

Eva Merriman - March 20, 2022 at 11:32 PM

You were such a gift to my life, thank you for sharing your love of
Laura Ingalls Wilder books with me. I will forever cherish the
memory of reading them with you. Our walks to trivia and how you
always knew the answers , you always blew me away with that. I
will always remember both our excitement waiting to be grandmas ,
my grandson was due around the time your great grandson Ray
was due . We both cherished our grandchildren. Thank you for
allowing me to be part of you life, you were more then just a friend
you were family. Fly high I know the angels were singing the day
you went home. You were a true earth angel
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