
Donald Dee Chasteen
June 5, 1943 - June 1, 2021

Donald Dee Chasteen of Smithville passed away on Tuesday, June 1st,
surrounded by his family. He and his twin brother, Ronald Lee, were born on
June 5, 1943 in Bloomington to John Chasteen, Jr and Leona (Mathis)
Chasteen, who were life-long residents of Monroe County, Indiana. 

 Donald grew up in Smithville. As young boys, he and his beloved twin brother
enjoyed many adventures together such as riding their Cushman motor
scooter, sometimes repairing it more than they rode. In the early days, he and
his brother, Ronald, collectively saved their lunch money and would hitchhike
from Bloomington to Stout Army Air Field in Indianapolis to enjoy the drag
races. While babysitting their little brother, Jerry, Donald and Ronald would
occasionally hot-wire the family car taking the three of them for joy rides.
Donald fondly remembered their mother baking each of them their own
chocolate pie. He and his twin brother were like one. 

 Donald and Ronald were one of four sets of twins in the fourth grade at
Smithville School. They attended Smithville High School together until Ronald
passed away due to an illness in 1959. After losing his twin brother, Donald
went on to meet his wife, Garland June (Scott). They were married on January
28, 1960 in Ellettsville, IN. Together they had three children: Angie, Donnie,
and Lizzy. 

 Donald was a structural iron worker for 20 years, often-times traveling around
the country working at different locations on major building projects, including
the construction of Three Mile Island, a nuclear power plant in Middletown,



PA. After being diagnosed with cardiomyopathy, and with the help of his wife,
June, he changed career paths and became a pawnbroker, opening Gold N
Pawn in Bloomington. Donald retired from the pawn business in 2003. 

 Don’s passion of collecting and restoring vintage motorcycles, automobiles,
clocks, and antique furniture consumed his entire adult life. He was world-
renowned for his expertise in restoration of vintage motorcycles. His 1958
Sportster XLCH, which he meticulously restored, was purchased by the
Harley-Davidson company and currently sits in the Harley-Davidson Museum
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Don’s bikes have appeared in several books and
calendars, including the Harley-Davidson Calendar. The internationally
renowned art museum in New York, The Guggenheim, invited Don to display
his flawless 1957 Sportster to be one of the 114 motorcycles included in the
1998 “The Art of The Motorcycle” exhibition. Don had been approached by
celebrities to restore their motorcycles. He often-times communicated with
people from across the globe giving much sought after advice, as his
reputation has been far-reaching. 

 Donald will be remembered by all who knew him as someone who loved a
challenging project and bringing old things back to their original glory, driving
around the country to attend antique motorcycle swap meets or searching for
another motorcycle or car, having a good meal with family and friends, making
mashed potatoes on Friday nights as “Tater Man”, always willing to save and
befriend a stray cat, and tinkering away in his garage until the wee hours of
the night. 

 Donald was preceded in death by his twin brother Ronald Chasteen, parents
John and Leona Chasteen, daughter Elizabeth Cunningham, and grandson
Ashley Turner. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, June; his children
Angela (Sam) Kelley and Donnie (Kimberly) Chasteen, Bridget (Carl) Sneed;
his grandchildren Dane (Haley) Fox, Arianne Kelley, Coleman Chasteen,
Garland Kelley, and Winston Chasteen; great grandson Liam Fox; his siblings
Jerry (Mary) Chasteen and James Chasteen along with several nieces and
nephews. 



Visitation will be Sunday, June 6, 2021 from 6pm until 8pm and on Monday,
June 7th from 12pm until 2pm followed by the service at Allen Funeral Home,
4155 South Old State Road 37, Bloomington. Donald will be laid to rest in the
Smithville Cemetery. A celebration of his life will follow the graveside service
in Red Men Hall in Smithville. 

 

Online condolences photos and memories may be shared with family and
friends at www.allencares.com



Cemetery Details

Smithville Cemetery

Bloomington, IN

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 6. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

Visitation

JUN 7. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com
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Service

JUN 7. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

http://www.allencares.com/


Tribute Wall

MA

RN

LD

Marlin - November 08, 2023 at 07:56 AM

Just now became aware of Don’s passing. Sorry to learn of it. He
and the family meant a lot to me. Miss both he and Lizzie
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Garland Chasteen - November 11, 2023 at 01:02 PM

Thank you Marlin ---Brings back memories ---

GC
Garland Chasteen - November 11, 2023 at 01:03 PM

I look at this every so often and was lucky to see your comment-

Rick Nootnagel - May 01, 2023 at 02:21 PM

I'm sorry to hear about Don....I hadn't seen him at the swap meets
the last couple years, and he was selling off some of his inventory,
and I just found this - oh, man - I bought lots of little items for my
Sportsters from ol' Chasteen over the years - we learned from each
other about what went where - and how Harley did things. he was a
tight-personality for sure, but he always liked seeing me coming to
hang out - back in the days with him and Pat. Well rats - sorry to
hear about Don - a good dude ! My condolences to all his family and
many friends, better late then never - Respectfully, Rick "Noot"
Nootnagel.

Lee Ann Dephue - June 06, 2021 at 10:09 PM

June-bug, I am so sorry to read this news of Donald. You were a
great pair. I know you will miss him very much. Also, I remember
you, Sheryl, Paulette, and Laura with dear memories. Lee Ann
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Bill & Mae Yeagy & family - June 04, 2021 at 07:58 PM

Bill & Mae Yeagy & family purchased the Divine
Peace Bouquet for the family of Donald Dee
Chasteen.

Penny Lynn Armstrong - June 04, 2021 at 08:45 AM

I always enjoyed going to pawn shop & talking with Donald! His
personality & attitude always made me laugh! So sorry for your
loss…

Anna Carberry - June 04, 2021 at 02:35 AM

My sincere condolences to June & Family my thoughts and prayers
are with you all. 

 Much love .. Anna & Rod Carberry (Australia)

Janet Alma & Bob - June 03, 2021 at 01:52 PM

Janet Alma & Bob purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Donald Dee
Chasteen.
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