
Edward B. Jenkinson
October 23, 1930 - October 9, 2020

Edward B. Jenkinson, Emeritus Professor of English Education at Indiana
University, 89, passed away October 9th, 2020 in Bloomington, Indiana
surrounded by his family and team of care givers. 
Edward was born in Muncie, Indiana to Joseph G. and Alma L. Jenkinson on
October 23, 1930. He attended St. Lawrence parochial school in grades one
through eight and stood at the top of his class. In the ninth grade he enrolled
in Sacred Heart Seminary in Fort Wayne and received a letter of
commendation for his score on a national Latin test. He graduated in two and
a half years from Muncie Central High School where he was an honor student
and had the leading role in several class plays. 

 In 1948 Edward attended Ball State University and graduated three years
later. He was editor of the student newspaper and an elected member of the
student council. He majored in English with minors in speech and journalism.
In 1951 he began two years of teaching English and Spanish at Polk
Township High School in Tyner Indiana. Very early in his career Edward was
recognized as a superior teacher. 
Then in 1953 while Ronna was attending Ball State University, Edward met
the love of his life. He married Ronna Marasco of West Lafayette, IN on April
10th, 1954. Later that year, he began work on a master’s degree at Indiana
University, which he completed in 1956. In 1958 he went to Beirut, Lebanon to
teach journalism and advertising and be the advisor to the Student
newspaper, Outlook. In June of 1960 Edward returned to the United States to



become an Assistant Professor, Coordinator of English Language Arts for
Indiana University Bloomington. By 1963 Edward was the Coordinator of the
English Curriculum Study Center and was later appointed Director. Early in his
career he became Full Professor, one of the few to earn that distinction with
only Master’s Degree. Edward received Indiana University’s Gorman Teaching
award for creative and excellence in teaching in 1984. In 1985 he received the
AMACO Distinguished Teaching award and the Distinguished Alumnus Award
from Ball State University. In 1988 Edward was Senior Fellow for Phi Delta
Kappa. Prior to his retirement from the Indiana University School of Education,
he was the Director of Student Teaching. Edward was known throughout the
United States for his fight against censorship in public schools and was a
champion for the freedom to learn. 
Edward is preceded in death by his wife Ronna M. Jenkinson; his parents,
Joseph and Alma Jenkinson; his brother Louis Jenkinson; his brother Richard
Jenkinson; his sister Agnes Bell; his sister Dorothy Bezy; his nephew Roger
Jenkinson; his niece Rebecca Boyce; his niece Mary Katherine Dungan; and
his nephew Richard Jenkinson, Jr. 

 Edward is survived by his son Mark (Maggie) Jenkinson of Winnebago, IL; his
daughter Andrea (Carlos) Jenkinson-Saenz of Austin, TX; and his son Nick
Jenkinson of Bloomington, IN; his grandson Colewyn Saenz of San Antonio,
TX; and his granddaughter Isabella Saenz of Austin, TX; his sister Bernice
Reese of Muncie, IN; his niece Katheryn Van Oosting, IL; his niece Anna
Marillo, MI, his nephew Edward Bell, MI; his nephew Andrew Bell, MI; his
niece Christina Pugh, MI; his nephew Alfred Bell, MI; his niece Celeste
Magers, MI; his nephew John Bezy, IN; his nephew James Bezy, IN; his niece
Sharon Rauber NY; his nephew Joseph Jenkinson, IN; his nephew Robert
Reese, IN; his niece BJ Delk, IN; and over 55 great nieces and nephews; and
many great-great nieces and nephews. 
Services to be scheduled at a later date at St. Paul Catholic Center in
Bloomington, Indiana. Interment to follow at a later date for immediate family
only. 



In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Parkinson’s Foundation.
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Sara (Mintz) Hansen - February 15, 2022 at 03:28 AM

Dr. Jenkinson’s reach is immeasurable. I was his student in the mid-
90s and have gone on to teach for 25 years. The cornerstone of my
teaching and philosophy evolved from this wonderful, kind, creative
man. How many students has he touched just through me and my
career? Now multiply that by…? Immeasurable. THANK YOU

Sandy Weith - November 21, 2020 at 01:43 PM

I met Ed while working at Phi Delta Kappa many years ago. He was
a PDK author and did presentations at chapters across the US. One
of my most enjoyable responsibilities was scheduling and
organizing the presentations with chapters and authors. Professor
Jenkinson was so well versed in his topics and so well received and
respected by all. We have not been in contact since those years,
but I had hoped to meet the families, express my condolences, and
remember a good man. Perhaps that can happen when a memorial
is rescheduled.

sandra kay bender - November 03, 2020 at 10:03 AM

Professor Jenkinson was an amazing person. He was unassuming,
approachable and immediately likable. As I began studying at the
"big university" in the late 1960s, I could always hear his voice of
reason and joy. He was an amazing guide, keeping students on
track, and caring! His picture made me smile, as he would want us
to. 
 
My deepest sympathy to the family.
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Gerald Marker - November 02, 2020 at 02:28 PM

It was my good fortune to be Ed's colleague for several years while I
was the Coordinator of Social Studies and Ed was Coordinator of
English Language Arts. Ed always had interesting stories to tell,
especially as they related to his work combating the censorship of
school textbooks. Ed was one of the good guys and I'm glad I had
the chance to know and work with him. 

 Gerald Marker

Richard Bier - November 02, 2020 at 11:13 AM

When we moved onto Longview Avenue in 1974, the Jenkinson
family was already living down the street. For forty-six years, we
have been neighbors and how lucky we have been. As we walked
around Park Ridge, often we would run into Ed. We were always
certain an interesting conversation was about to occur, especially
during those years when Ed was the neighborhood celebrity
because of his frequent appearances on national news shows. His
fervent defense against censorship in the public schools was one
we shared. We offer our condolences to Nick, Andrea, Mark and
their families. Longview Avenue will not be the same. 

  
Richard & Gloria Bier

Linda Scott - November 01, 2020 at 06:34 AM

I will never forget Dr. Jenkinson. I think of him often, especially
during Banned Book Week at my school when the students
celebrate their intellectual freedom.


