
Joyce Elinor (Emery) Holmes
August 25, 1931 - March 4, 2025

Joyce Elinor Holmes, 93 of Bloomington passed away peacefully on March 4,
2025 surrounded by love. 

 

Joyce was born on August 25, 1931, in Owensburg, Indiana to Harry and
Jennie (Wright) Emery. Joyce graduated proudly from Bloomington High
School in 1949. 

 

Joyce married the love of her life, John Malcolm Holmes on March 24, 1950.
Together they raised three sons Jayson, Judson and Jefferson. She took great
pride in her family and the wonderful men, husbands and fathers they
became. After starting her family, she continued her education, earning a
Bachelor of Education in 1969 from Indiana University and a Master’s in
Psychology from Indiana University. She was a lifelong fan of the cream and
crimson. 

 

Her career began in 1971 at Bloomington North High School, where she
served as a dedicated guidance counselor and tennis coach. She made many
lifelong friends while working for North High School. Joyce was an advocate
for education, guiding and inspiring countless students throughout her career.
After decades of service, she returned to embrace life's joys-traveling,
volunteering and being a devoted "Mams" to her grandchildren. She instilled
in her family a deep appreciation for lifelong learning and perseverance. 



After her retirement, Joyce loved nothing more than a good auction or garage
sale. She also loved volunteering at the Opportunity House in Bloomington
and assisting with the annual Historical Society Sale. She spent many
summer afternoons entertaining her grandchildren and their friends with ice
cream, cokes and the best swimming pool in town. She loved to travel
anywhere, especially Arizona. She had a deep love for Southwest culture, art
and jewelry. Her zest for life was unmatched. 

 

Joyce was preceded in death by her parents; her sister Norma Gene Inman;
her brother, Gerald Emery; her son, Jefferson Holmes; and her devoted
husband of 74 years, John Holmes. 

 

She is lovingly remembered by her sons, Jayson (Stephanie) Holmes of
Evansville and Judson (Mary Anne) Holmes of Bloomington; her
grandchildren, Nathan (Danielle) Holmes, Hannah (John) Radzak, Jordyn
(Kyle) Knudsen, Harrison Holmes, Hayden (Kayla) Holmes, and Houston
Holmes; and her four great-grandchildren, Piper, Henderson, Penelope, and
Nolan. Joyce's legacy of love, wisdom, and strength will live on in the hearts of
those who knew her. 

 

A funeral service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at Allen
Funeral Home and Crematory, 4155 South Old State Road 37, Bloomington,
with Rev. Larry Mitchell officiating. Visitation will be from 10:00 a.m. until the
time of service at the funeral home. 

Joyce's family finds comfort in knowing that she lived a life filled with purpose,
grace and unwavering love for those around her. She will be dearly missed
and forever cherished. 

Online condolences can be shared with her family at www.allencares.com.





Cemetery Details

Owensburg Cemetery

Owensburg, IN 47453

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 11. 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

Funeral Service

MAR 11. 1:00 PM (ET)

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory
4155 S. Old State Road 37
Bloomington, IN 47401
(812) 824-5905
http://www.allencares.com

http://www.allencares.com/
http://www.allencares.com/
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David E. - March 10, 2025 at 01:08 PM

David E. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Joyce Elinor
(Emery) Holmes.

The Locchetta Family - March 08, 2025 at 09:59 AM

The Locchetta Family purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of Joyce Elinor (Emery)
Holmes.

The Locchetta Family - March 08, 2025 at 09:59 AM

The Locchetta Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Joyce Elinor
(Emery) Holmes.

Tommy Vincent - March 08, 2025 at 08:25 AM

Jud ,so sorry for your loss, May your Mom rest in peace. Tommy
Vincent

https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sandi Cole - March 08, 2025 at 08:13 AM

I have so many fond memories of Joyce as a colleague. She was
one of the best, most compassionate counselors I have known in
my 50 years in education. But my finest memories will be of Joyce
and her dear friend "Doc B". They were quite a pair. Doc said many
times that she couldn't have had a better friend. Listening to them
"discuss" a certain kid, rehash a basketball game, talk about getting
older ( neither one of them was aging gracefully), or just the chit
chat over lunch ..all makes me smile. Now they can continue their
"shenanigans " in a better place..

March 07, 2025 at 02:36 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Joyce Elinor (Emery) Holmes.

March 07, 2025 at 02:36 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Joyce Elinor (Emery) Holmes.

Kim Jackson - March 06, 2025 at 01:51 PM

Mrs. Holmes was my guidance counselor and tennis coach at North
1974 to 1978. She was a great help to me in many ways. I always
appreciated her sincerity and sense of humor. Namaste Mrs.
Holmes. And thank you. 

https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.allencares.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

