
Linda Robert Alis
December 10, 1943 - February 12, 2022

Linda Robert Alis was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts on December 10,
1943, to Parents Abraham Robert and Bess Meltzer Robert, who lived in
Roxbury and later in Mattapan, Massachusetts.  At the age of two, Linda lost
her mother, whom she adored, to lupus.  Her paternal grandparents were
Russian survivors of the Pogroms, and for a time, her paternal grandmother
Rose, lived with the family and took care of Linda. Her father remarried and
she described her stepmother, Renee Robert, as “quite beautiful.”     

 Linda started at Dean Junior College in Franklin, Massachusetts, and
transferred later to American University in Washington, DC, majoring in
political science and international law.  She graduated from American
University in 1965 and many years later, graduated with a master’s degree in
Social Work from Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis (IUPUI).   
Linda is remembered for many things, including her life stories.  She led a
fascinating life that was characterized by bold, personal risks with a variety of
people and a keen wit.  Following a brief period at the Fort Bragg army base
in Fayetteville NC with her then-husband Steve Alis, Linda moved to
Bloomington, Indiana in the late-60s, where she worked for the Courier
Tribune, One of Linda’s most harrowing stories as a reporter is her coverage
of a Ku Klux Klan rally near Mooresville.    

 

Another story is her journalistic work covering events in Jackson, Mississippi.
Just a few days after the Kent State University shootings on May 4, 1970,



another tragedy struck historically Black Jackson State College (now Jackson
State University).  After an insurrection by local townspeople over a rumor
about racial violence, seventy-five heavily armed police and state troopers
aimed their weapons at a women’s dormitory on the campus, deploying some
400 rounds that killed two people and injured 12 others.  Herman Hudson,
then Chancellor for Afro-American Affairs, telephoned Linda to tell of her
about the shootings, explaining that the massacre would not get the same
coverage in the white press that Kent State did and asked her to go; she
agreed.  In an interview, Linda noted that the only real coverage the story
received at the time was by the New York Times, Newsweek magazine, and
the Bloomington Courier Tribune.    

 

Linda left Bloomington around 1971 for a year, and then became the
treatment director for the Monroe County Foster Home when she returned. 
When the home lost its funding, Linda took responsibility for continuing the
program out of her own pocket.  She began working as director of social work
services at Crestmont, the urban renewal housing project, and saw the 11
children at regular intervals. The community became aware of her work and
offered donations.   She sustained contact and offered financial support even
as they “aged out.”    

 

Linda also had a penchant for helping the vulnerable, especially the survivors
of rape and incest, and she was wisely and bravely attentive to the role of
racism and poverty as factors that influenced the lives of the people in the
Bloomington community.    

 

“My interest is in empowering victims to become survivors -- real, true
survivors,” she said.   

 

She started the Midwest Counseling Center in 1978 and through the years
partnered with Dr. Dwight Noble and John Ebling. She worked in private



practice as a therapist until her illness in early 2020. Linda often spoke about
her respect and love for her many clients and was proud of her connections
with them and the work they took on together. She worked in private practice
as a therapist until her illness in early 2020.  

 

Linda was a lover of jazz, and of bluegrass music and was a practitioner of
Gedatsu Buddhism as taught by her long-time friend, Dr. Kenneth Yasuda.
She was a regular at the Runcible Spoon and Mark Pi.  One of her dearest
friends was LaVerta Terry, a longtime Bloomington resident and the first Black
teacher hired at a Bloomington public school. She lived in Hog Holler for over
40 years and loved to invite her friends to her lake cottage in Brown County,
where she presided over many Fourth of July parties.  

 

She is survived by two sisters, Lauren Robert of Nashville, IN and Jill Robert
of Charlestown, NH. . .   and a large extended family that includes Donna
Barbrick, Tom Henderson, Fred and Joy Bartenstein, David H. Terry, Charlotte
Zietlow, Chalmer Thompson, Leon and Jackie Olenick and many other long-
time Bloomington residents.  

 

In lieu of flowers Linda supported these organizations with donations: The
Nature Conservancy, Southern Law Poverty Center, and Doctors Without
Borders. 

 Join us for sharing stories and remembering, Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 2 pm
at the Lower Cascades Park, Sycamore Shelter, Bloomington 

Allen Funeral Home and Crematory 4155 South Old State Road 37 is
handling the arrangements and online condolences, photos and memories
may the shared with family and friends at www.allencares.com.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life Gathering

MAY 15. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Lower Cascades Park Sycamore Shelter
2851 Old State Rd 37
Bloomington, IN 47404
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Katie M - February 26, 2022 at 02:20 AM

I’m devastated to hear of the passing of my sweet Linda. I never
knew love until I met this amazing therapist who showed me what
love actually was. Although she was not my mom, I considered her
my surrogate mom. She taught me so much and showed me 

 Hope when I had none. I’m so sad to hear of her passing and will
forever be grateful for her love

Carolyn Bailey - February 21, 2022 at 06:35 AM

Linda was an amazing person. She was supportive and caring in
her life work. We were friends from 1968 to 1970 when I moved
from Bloomington. We lost touch. She covered many important
events as a reporter during that time. I have been writing about my
memories of that period including her coverage of the KKK rally and
looked for her phone number to call her last week. She came to my
home to debrief after that rally. I wanted to include her memories.
What a sad moment when I opened the paper to read of her death
and life. After I returned to Bloomington in 2004, we spoke only
once or twice. We were both friends with LaVerta who told me that
Linda was in back Bloomington. I am sad for the loss of this
exceptional person and so wish that I had called her more often. My
deep sympathy to her family and extended family. I have no idea if
can find a photo to include. 
My life was enriched by her being Linda. I am thankful for her and
her life works. 

 Carolyn Bailey

Donna
Barbrick

Donna Barbrick Carlton - February 22, 2022 at 09:41 AM

Thank you for sharing memories of dear Linda.



Donna
Barbrick
Carlton

Donna Barbrick Carlton - February 20, 2022 at 12:50 PM

Thank you, Linda, for encouraging and supporting me so many
times over the years. Thank you for the care and love you shared
with my family. I will always be grateful that you were in my life.

Fred Bartenstein - February 17, 2022 at 07:32 PM

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Fred Bartenstein - February 17, 2022 at 07:27 PM

Donna Barbrick Carlton, thank you for the faithful care and love you
put into shepherding Linda's final days. Thanks to everyone for your
visits, your prayers, and the loving light that bore her soul to rest. I
met Linda in 1970 and have seen her through a number of
difficulties since then. We were instantly sympatico and that never
waivered across many, many years and changes. I am fortunate to
have known her in this life and look forward to our continuing
connection in the hereafter.


